	
	
	



Thank you to the sponsors of the Veteran’s Dinner 2019
The Veterans’ Service Commission would like to publicly thank the following sponsors for the opportunity to host the 2019 Veteran’s Dinner and by helping to make this annual event a reality.
Hardin County Armory Restoration Foundation (Kenton)
Hardin County Community Foundation (Kenton)
Liberty Bank (Kenton)
VFW POST 1182 (Forest)
Walmart (Kenton)
Women of the Moose (Kenton)
Hardin County Recorder’s Office (office staff donation)

2019 Ham Outreach Program 
The Veterans’ Service Commission would like to announce their Holiday Ham outreach program for 2019, which is available for all “needy” veterans and widows. Applicants can request a ham voucher by coming into the Veterans’ Service Office between December 2nd – 6th .
The veteran “must” bring in proof of honorable or under honorable service via the service member’s DD214 or other official military discharge paperwork, and the widow must bring in the death certificate and proof of the veteran’s military service. Lastly, proof of residency for the last 90 days as a Hardin County resident is also required. We are located on the 1st floor in the courthouse.

2019 “5th” Annual Veteran’s Dinner – Huge Success (click here for info & photo’s)
*** The dinner was a huge success! ***
There were over 100 people in attendance along with several speakers who provided insightful information to the veteran’s and their spouses.  We had Danielle Murphy from the Attorney General’s Office, Bud Gibson from the local VFW, Michael Green from the Dayton Vet Center, Justin Detwiler from the Marion CBOC (VA Rep), and Joenee Purcell from Discovery Riders.
We also had the Chained Eagles of Ohio who provided a display of all of Ohio’s POW and MIA’s names on their wall, along with a replica of the cage they were held captive in during Vietnam.  Even Jon Cross, from the Ohio House of Representatives – representing the people of Northwest Ohio’s 83rd District, made time to stop and pay tribute to the veterans who served by greeting the veterans in attendance and by learning more about Ohio’s POW’s and MIA veterans from the Chained Eagles representatives (please review the pictures below of the event).
  
 
 
2019 Veteran’s Dinner 
The Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission will be hosting their 5th annual Veteran’s Day dinner for county veterans and their spouses.  The dinner will be held at the Kenton Armory on November 7th, 2019, between the hours of 5- 6 PM, with presentations from 6 -7 PM.
Tickets will be available for pickup at the Veterans’ Service Office, Suite 120 in the courthouse, between the dates of October 21st – November 1st.  Tickets will be available on a first come first serve basis (while tickets last).
Once again, there will be different presenters providing information to the veteran’s in attendance. There will be representatives from the VA, Walmart Vision Center, the Vet Center, along with their mobile unit, and a representative from the Ohio Attorney General’s Office Consumer Protection Department who will be providing a formal presentation covering Senior Scams after the dinner. Disclaimer: “This event is not sponsored by, nor affiliated with, the Ohio Attorney General’s Office.  The Ohio Attorney General’s office does not endorse or recommend CVSO or any products or services affiliated with County Veterans Service Office (CVSO).”
The Chained Eagles of Ohio will also be onsite along with their POW bus and traveling Vietnam wall for Ohio veterans, before and during the event.
To be eligible for this free dinner, you must be a “veteran” and a Hardin County resident.  Acceptable proof of military service can be proven by bringing in one of the following: DD214, VA ID card, or the county veteran ID card, along with proof of Hardin County residency which is required to secure your ticket (please keep in mind that you must have a ticket in order to attend the dinner).
The Veterans’ Service office would also like to thank each and every sponsor (past and present) who has helped to make this annual event a success.  This dinner gives veterans the opportunity to socialize before, during, and after.  Call the office Veterans’ Service Office at 419-674-2219, if you have any questions.


2019 Grand Marshal for Memorial Day Parade 
The Veterans’ Service Commission (VSC) agreed to offer the honor of Grand Marshal to Allyn (Big AL) Talbert (he graciously accepted).  Mr. Talbert is a Vietnam Era veteran who served in different locations around the world during the Vietnam Era.  He would be the second Vietnam Era veteran selected to be Grand Marshal in the Memorial Day Parade in Kenton, OH.
As seen in the picture:  on the left side is Terry Hamm, in the middle is Al Talbert, and on the right side is Gerald Purcell.  Terry and Gerald are both board members on the VSC who presented him with the Grand Marshal certificate.
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Veterans Resource & Health Fair **March 21st, 2019**
A Veterans Resource & Health Fair will be held on Thursday March 21st, at the Hardin County District Library located in Kenton (325 East Columbus Street) from 10 – 4 pm.  There will be VA representatives from the VA Hospital, the local County Veteran Service Officer – Steven Gossard, Vet Center counselor, and representatives from Ohio Northern University (ONU) which includes the College of Pharmacy, the Department of Nursing, 4 Paws for Ability, and ONU Healthwise.      
The Department of Nursing will be providing BP, BMI, & Vision Screenings, along with wellness education. The College of Pharmacy will offer lipids screening, skin scopes, and bone density screening.  4 Paws for Ability will be providing service-dog-in-training demonstrations.  And ONU Healthwise will be providing free prescription drug disposal bags.  The County Veteran Service Officer will be available to go over VA Benefits, the claim process, recent changes in the appeal process, and information concerning emergency financial assistance for veterans (county residents) who are in financial crisis.  The Vet Center representative will provide free PTSD & bereavement counseling to combat veterans and family members. 
All veterans are encourage to attend this free Veterans Resource & Health Fair event which will be held at the Kenton library from 10 – 4 PM.  Sponsors of this event are the American Legion Post 198, the Hardin County District Library, VFW Post 1182 & Auxiliary, the Hardin County Veteran’s Service Commission, and Ohio Northern University.
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2019 Swearing in Veterans’ Service Commission member 
The Honorable Judge Barrett appointed Terry Hamm (representing the VVA), for his second term, to the Veterans’ Service Commission (picture was taken on January 09, 2019).  
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2018 Holiday Ham Program 
The Veterans’ Service Commission would like to announce their Holiday Ham program for 2018, which is available for needy veterans and widows. All applicants must come into the Veterans’ Service Office between November 26th – 30th, in order to request a ham voucher.  You “must” bring in proof of honorable or under honorable service via the service member’s DD214 or other official military discharge paperwork, along with proof of residency for the last 90 days as a Hardin County resident in order to be eligible.  We are located on the 1st floor in the courthouse, Suite 120, beside Veteran’s Hall.

2018 “4th” Annual Veteran’s Dinner 
The Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission will be hosting their 4th annual Veteran’s Day dinner for county veterans and their spouses.  The dinner will be held at the Kenton Armory on November 10, 2018, between the hours of 4:00 -5:00 p.m.
Tickets will be available for pickup at the Veterans’ Service Office, Suite 120 in the courthouse, between the dates of October 24th – November 2nd.  Tickets will be available on a first come first serve basis (while tickets last).
Once again, the Veterans’ Service Office and Walmart are partnering up in order to provide a presentation after the dinner for the veteran’s in attendance (members of the JROTC, high school band, and choir will be there). Walmart’s Vision Center representatives will be there along with the Program Director from Ohio Council for Cognitive Health to provide assistance to veterans.
To be eligible for this free dinner, you must be a “veteran” and a Hardin County resident.  Acceptable proof of military service can be proven by bringing in one of the following: DD214, VA ID card, or the county veteran ID card, along with proof of Hardin County residency which is required to secure your ticket (please keep in mind that you must have a ticket in order to attend the dinner).
The Veterans’ Service office would also like to thank each and every sponsor (past and present) who has helped to make this annual event a success.  This dinner gives veterans the opportunity to socialize before, during, and after.  Call the office Veterans’ Service Office at 419-674-2219, if you have any questions.
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Upcoming local or almost local events 
Please click on the link “below” in order to see the PDF files…. 
http://www.hardinvets.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Local-Events-PDF.pdf


Veterans’ Service Commission fair tent was a huge success
The Veterans’ Service Commission partnered up with the Apostolic Gospel Church, pastor Rodney Donohoo, who provided a location to setup their tents, along with the VFW Post from Forest and Mt Victory (#1182 & 6817) who provided the food that was given to Hardin County veterans for free.  The VSC also handed out free fair passes to veterans for Veteran’s Day at the fair; it was a huge success (veterans young and old stopped out at the tent)!
Nelson Shultis and Steven Gliebe are in the first picture, along with the five board members who make up the VSC in the second picture.
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2018 Veteran’s Day is September 4th at the fair 
The Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission wishes to inform veterans that they are able to get a free one day fair pass either at the Veterans’ Service Office or at our veteran’s tent along Fairground Rd, on Veteran’s Day. Please stop by and see the County Veteran Service Officer, Steven Gossard, who will have tickets available for veterans.  The VA mobile unit will also be along Fairground Rd from 10-3 pm, with the VSO, who will help enroll all eligible veterans into the VA healthcare system.
Since tickets are limited, please be prepared to show your VA card and/or your county veteran’s ID card at the fair gate. If you need a county veterans ID card please go to the courthouse and see the County Recorder, Brenda Rainsburg.  The veteran’s ID card also provides discounts at various participating businesses throughout Hardin County.
Veterans’ Service Commission President, Ray Petty


2018 Veterans’ Service Commission – Outreach Billboard 
In order to help promote awareness about the Veterans’ Service Office and the services that the VSO provides, to the veterans of Hardin County,  the Veteran’s Service Commission agreed to have a billboard installed on the outskirts Kenton, OH, to help get the word out.
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2018 Swearing in Veterans’ Service Commission member
Judge Barrett reappointed Gerald Purcell (representing the Amvets) to the Veterans’ Service Commission for a five year term today (1/3/2018).
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2017 Holiday Ham Program 
The Veterans’ Service Commission would like to announce their Holiday Ham program for 2017, which is available for needy veterans and widows. All applicants must come into the Veterans” Service Office between December 1st – 8th, in order to request a ham voucher.  You “must” bring in proof of honorable or under honorable service, via your DD214, county Veteran ID card, and/or your VA card, along with proof of residency for the last 90 days as a Hardin County resident in order to be eligible.  We are located on the 1st floor in the courthouse, Suite 120, beside Veteran’s Hall.

2017 Veteran’s Dinner at the Armory 
The Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission hosted their 3rd annual Veteran’s Day dinner for county veterans and their spouses.  The dinner was held at the Kenton Armory on November 7, 2017, between the hours of 11:15 -12:30 p.m.
This year the Veterans’ Service Office and Wal-Mart partnered up in order to provide a presentation after the dinner for the veteran’s in attendance (members of the choir, JROTC, and the high school band was there). VA representatives from the Marion outpatient clinic was on site, along with representative from JFS, the Vet Center, and Honor Flight who provided information and assistance to veterans.
The Veterans’ Service office would also like to thank each and every sponsor (Hardin County Community Foundation, Hardin County Armory Restoration Foundation, Kroger’s, Liberty Bank, Home Savings & Loan Bank, Superior Credit Union, VFW Post 6817 & 1182, and Wal-Mart) who has helped to make this annual event a success. The dinner gave veterans the opportunity to socialize before, during, and after.  Call the office Veterans’ Service Office at 419-674-2219, if you have any questions.

2017 Swearing in Veterans’ Service Commission members
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2016 Holiday Ham For Needy Veterans & Widows
The Veterans’ Service Commission would like to announce their Holiday Ham program for 2016, which is for all needy veterans and widows. All applicants must come into the Veteran Service Office between December 1st – 9th, in order to request their ham voucher (ends on 12/9).  You “must” bring in proof of honorable or under honorable service, via your DD214, county Veteran ID card, and/or your VA card, along with proof of residency for the last 90 days as a Hardin County resident in order to be eligible.  We are located on the 1st floor within the County Courthouse, Suite 120.

Vacation website that truly saves veterans money! 
With the holidays around the corner and winter upon us I wanted to provide, as a public service, the following website: www.veteransholidays.com .  If you go to the website you will be able to find hotels in different locations around the world for only $349 for 7 days…go check it out!

2016 Veterans’ Dinner Info 
For a second year in a row, the Hardin Count Veterans’ Service Commission (VSC) hosted a Veterans’ Dinner for all of the veterans and their spouses of Hardin County.  We also had the Columbus VA mobile unit, VFW Post 6817, and the Columbus Honor flight who was there to provide services to the attending veterans.
We want to thank the following sponsors: Walmart, Hardin County Armory Foundation,  VFW Post 1182, Plaza Inn Catering and staff, and Kroger’s for making this a successful event!
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2016 First ever Veterans Resource Fair 
The first ever Veterans Resource Fair hosted by the Hardin County Veterans Service Commission was held at the Kenton Armory on April 19, 2016.
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2015 Veterans’ Dinner 
The Veterans’ Dinner was held November 9th, 2015.
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