	
	
	



Veteran’s Lunch/Dinner 2024 – 10th Annual Veteran’s Lunch/Dinner
The Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission will be hosting their 10th annual Veteran’s Lunch/Dinner for county veterans, their spouse, and/or their caregiver.  The sponsors of this year’s event is Hardin County Community Foundation, Home Savings & Loan Company, Middlefield Banking Company, and Superior Credit Union.
Eligibility Requirements
To be eligible for the free lunch/dinner, you must be a “veteran” with either an honorable or under honorable discharged and a Hardin County resident.  Please bring proof, to the dinner, of your military service and residency.  This can be accomplished by using one of the following: DD214, NGB-22, VA ID card, a county Veteran’s ID card, or other recognized separation document, along with proof of being a Hardin County resident (a current utility bill or driver license).
Dinner Information:
Date of dinner: November 7th             Location: VFW in Ada, Ohio
Time of dinner: 11:30 – 1:30 PM         Caterer: MamaCellas
Note: The lunch will include pulled pork, shredded chicken, two sides, beverage, and a dessert.
Location:
VFW Post 938- banquet hall is the location this year’s free lunch/dinner.
Additional Important Information
Please be advised that his meal will be on a first come first served basis; therefore, there will be no tickets issued this year.  Just show up and enjoy the free meal which is in appreciation of your honorable military service!



2024 Hardin County Veterans 5K Run *Update* 
On Saturday, September 28th, it turned out to be a wonderful day to have our annual Veterans 5K Run.  Everyone had a great time – veteran’s and supporters both had a lot of fun.  Please review the list of the winners of the 5K event, along with the pictures from that day.
Medals were presented to the top three places in each age group.  The 1st place medal was given out to both a male and female participant.  The second and third place medals were gender neutral and was “only” be awarded to the person who came in 2nd or 3rd place.  Therefore, in each age group there was two 1st place winners (1 male & 1 female) and one second and third place winner regardless of gender.
Age group 0-19
1st place winner (female) Kennedy Bigelow – 2nd Place (female) Cassidy Bigelow
Age group 20-34
1st place winner (male) Jacob Hayward –  1st Place (female) Olga hayward –  2nd Place (male) Nicholas Bishop  – 3rd Place (female) Kyleigh Bigelow
Age group 35-64
1st place winner (female) Michelle Casey  –  1st Place (male) Joe Casey –  2nd Place (male) Matt Crawford  –  3rd Place (female) Linda Dickerson
Age group 65-100
1st place winner (female) Evelyn Titus   –  1st Place (male) Gary Fulks –  2nd Place (female) Lynn Dickerson  –  3rd Place (male) Gerald Purcell
I would like to give special thanks to our sponsors of this year’s event – VFW Post 1128 (Forest), Quest Federal Credit Union (Kenton), Amvets Post 1994 (Kenton), American Legion Post 185 (Kenton), & Superior Credit Union (Kenton)

2024 Hardin County Veterans 5K Run (run, walk, crawl, or wheelchair yourself to the finish line) 
5K Event Details
Date:           September 28th, 2024
Time:          10:00 AM sharp
Location:    Veterans Park (15906 Route 309, Kenton, OH)
Registration: Veterans’ Service Office (located in the courthouse-Kenton)
You can download the official PDF for this event here: 5K Flyer 2024
Registration Info 
You can either download the PDFs below and mail them into the office, along with the entry fee (please use a check made out to the “Veterans’ Service Commission,” no cash please), or come into the Veterans’ Service Office between the hours of 8:30 AM – 4 PM, Monday thru Friday, and register in person (please don’t forget to “sign” the forms).  Every participant must register before or on September 12th, 2024, in order to be a part of this 4th annual event.
General Waiver                   
5K Registration Form 2024             
5K Event Location
The 5K event will be hosted at Veterans Park (a.k.a. Boy Scout Lake) which is located off of St. Rt. 309 right past Grove Cemetery.  We will be using the paved path that goes around the pond, shelter house, and close to 309 (please review the below map outlining the path that we will be using).  The starting point and finish line is designated by the black star and line on the map.
Parking & Directions
Free parking is available at the park.  You may use any available space at the park, in fact, there is a parking lot in front of the large shelter house and a smaller one close to the pond, as an additional option with parking.
 
Participant Amenities 
All registered participants will receive a Veterans 5K t-shirt, #bib, free refreshments, and a chance to win a medal.  There will be veteran related literature available to everyone at the event.
Age Restrictions 
There are no age restrictions, however, if parents bring their toddlers and/or infants they must remain with them at all times (toddler is considered age 4 or less).
 
Safety on the Course
For the protection of all of the participants the following is not allowed during the 5K event: no bicycles, animals, scooters, inline skates, roller skates, and no wheeled vehicles, other than registered wheelchairs and/or strollers.
Bib Pick-Up
Bib pick-up will be held in front of the large shelter house (look for the American flag pop-up tent) starting at 9 AM; you will also be able to pick up your t-shirt at that time.  All bibs and t-shirts need to be pickup no later than 9:50 AM (10 minutes before start time).
 
Medal Rules
Medals will be presented to the top three places in each age group.  The 1st place medal will be given out to both a male and female participant.  However, for the second and third place medals they are gender neutral and will “only” be awarded to the person who comes in 2nd or 3rd place.  Therefore, in each age group there will be two 1st place winners (1 male & 1 female) and one second and third place winner regardless of gender.
Age group 0-19, Age group 20-34, Age group 35-64, Age group 65-100
Mobility Impaired


Outreach at the 2024 Hardin County Fair 
Veterans of Hardin County, the Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission (VSC) encourages you to go to the Hardin County Fair on September 3rd so you can do a meet and great with the Veterans Service Officer, representatives from the Veterans Administration (VA), and the local veteran service organizations, including the American Legion & Amvets.  The Fair Board has graciously provided the VSC the use of the shelter house, this year, which is a short distance from the grandstand (right beside the handicap parking area).
We are also pleased to announce that we will be providing veterans, on a first come first serve basis, a free small sub (from the Mouse House), chips, and water, all sponsored by the American Legion Post 198, from 5 pm – 5:45 pm, or while supplies last.  At 6 pm, we will have a guest speaker, a veteran who recently served in Baghdad Iraq, speaking about what he encountered during Operation Inherent Resolve and will share with the audience what modern warfare looks like in 2024 (new technology that is being used on the battlefield).  Please join us at the shelter house on Veterans Day when all veterans get in for free, at the county fair.

Veteran’s Family Fishing Tournament 2024 
The 3rd annual Veteran’s Fishing Tournament was hosted by the Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission (VSC) who provided a fun and enjoyable time for both the veterans and their families.
The VSC would like to thank the following sponsors for the opportunity to host this event and to make the fishing tournament a reality:
American Legion Post 198
Amvets Post 194
VFW  Post 1182
Steven Gossard
Gearld Purcell
Terry Hamm
Raymond Petty
We had a great turnout this last Saturday.  Veterans and their family members were fishing all around Boy Scout Lake/Veterans Park competing on who could catch the longest fish and the most fish.
First-place winners received a 1st place trophy, free rod and reel, & other gift items, the second-place winners received a trophy & misc. fishing gear.  The person who caught the most fish won a fishing tackle sling bag and a dry box.  All participants were entered into a raffle and the winning ticket received cornhole boards.  A light lunch after the event was provided to all registered participants.
The following were the winners of the fishing tournament:
 Ages 18 & Over   – Denver Cline won 1st place                        –  Rick Oates won 2nd place 
Ages 11-17              –  Solomon Petty won 1st place                    –  Leighton Wirbel won 2nd place      
Ages 3 -10              – Gabby Mewhorter won 1st place              –  Sophie Harpster won 2nd place     
Most Fish Caught winner-   Ryan Harpster
Raffle winner –   Gabby Mewhorter 
We thank everyone who competed, the winners of the event, and especially the sponsors who made it all possible.

2024 Memorial Day at Grove Cemetery 
The Veterans’ Service Commission would like to thank all of the volunteers, especially those who placed flags in all cemeteries around Hardin County and the following:  Judge Maria Santo for being the keynote speaker at the memorial service; the Veterans’ Service Commission Honor Guard members (Gerald Purcell, Ray Petty, Abraham Oates, Doug Camper, Kim Reffner, & Matt Crawford) for providing the gun salute; Kenton’s High School band and band director Travis Wissman for playing patriotic music, JROTC Honor Guard and Lieutenant Colonel Fournier; Cadet Adam Hopkins who read the Gettysburg Address; Dave Rish who read General Logan’s Order #11; and finally band member Luke Anderson who played Taps.  As always, the public is always welcome to join us during this yearly memorial service in Grove Cemetery.


Veteran’s Family Fishing Tournament 2024 
Date:   June 15th, 2024
Time:  9:00 AM – 11:30 AM (registered participants sign in is at 9 A.M.)
Location:  Veterans Park (15906 Route 309, Kenton, OH)
Registration: Veterans’ Service Office (located in the courthouse-Kenton)
Registration Deadline: Deadline for registration is June 10th, 2024.
A veteran’s family fishing tournament will be held at Veterans Park (A.K.A. Boy Scout Lake), Kenton, OH.  All veterans and their immediate family members are welcome to attend this 3rd annual event; the veteran must “register” themselves and their family members with the Veterans’ Service Office to be entered into the tournament.  Only “registered” participants will be able to win a trophy, along with being served a light lunch, for free, after the event (11:45 -12:15 PM).
The winners of the tournament will be determined based off of the largest fish caught, the day of the event (minimum fish length to qualify is 6 inches).  The top two places in each of the following three categories:  3 -10 years old, 11 -17 years old, and 18+ years old will receive a trophy.  Live bait will be provided on a limited basis to all of the participants, while supplies last.
This event is being hosted by the Veterans’ Service Commission and is being sponsored by local donors, including, but not limited to, American Legion Post 198, Amvets Post 1994, and VFW Post 1182.

Reappointment of VSC Member – Terry Hamm 
On December 26th, 2023, the Honorable Judge Christopher reappointed Terry Hamm (who represents the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)) to the Veterans’ Service Commission for his third five-year term commencing January 15th, 2024 – January 15th , 2029.
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2023 Holiday Food Voucher Outreach Program for Needy Veterans & Widows 
The Holiday Food Voucher Outreach Program is available for all “needy” veterans and widows.  The veteran “must” bring in proof of honorable or under honorable service via their DD214 and must have served on active duty for other than training.  The widow must bring in the death certificate, marriage license and proof of the veteran’s military service, on active duty (form DD214).
Lastly, proof of residency for the last 90 days as a Hardin County resident is also required.  Applicants can request a food voucher by coming into the Veterans’ Service Office (1st floor of the county courthouse located in Kenton) between December 4th – December 8th, 2023, availability is dependent on funding.

Veteran’s Dinner 2023 – 9th Annual 
Update: We had a great turnout for our 9th Annual Veterans’ Dinner:)
Annual Veteran’s Lunch/Dinner
The Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission will be hosting their 9th annual Veteran’s Dinner for county veterans and their spouse or their caregiver, along with an informative presentation after lunch.
To be eligible for the free dinner, you must be a “veteran” with honorable service and a Hardin County resident, you must also provide acceptable proof of military service.  The veteran can do this by bringing in one of the following documents into the Veterans’ Service Office: DD214, VA ID card, or the county Veteran’s ID card, along with proof of Hardin County residency.
Dinner Information:
Date of dinner: November 7th             Location: Armory (downtown Kenton)
Time of dinner: 11:30 – 12:30 PM    Caterer: Viva Maria’s (lasagna & spaghetti)
Note: There will also be free garlic bread, lettuce, beverages, and dessert available.
Scam Presentation:
Prevention, Reporting & Treatment of multi-faceted Scams – Presented by the Area Agency on Aging
All veterans who plan on attending the dinner must come into the Veterans’ Service Office between October 17th – October 31st, 2023, to get their ticket(s).
Please be advised that there are a limited number of tickets, so availability is on a first come first served basis.

2023 Hardin County Veterans 5K Run *Update*
Last Saturday (September 30th) turned out to be a wonderful day to have our annual Veterans 5K Run.  We had a great turnout – veteran’s and supporters both had a lot of fun.  Please review the list of the winners of the 5K event, along with the pictures of the day (this year’s theme was veterans against supporters).
Medals were presented to the top three places in each age group.  The 1st place medal was given out to both a male and female participant.  The second and third place medals were gender neutral and was “only” be awarded to the person who came in 2nd or 3rd place.  Therefore, in each age group there was two 1st place winners (1 male & 1 female) and one second and third place winner regardless of gender.
Age group 0-19
1st place winner (female)  Allyssa Mewhoter  – 1st Place (male) Patrick Wain
Age group 20-34
1st place winner (female)  Hope Jenkins  –  1st Place (male) Nicholas Jarman –  2nd Place (male-veteran) Justyce VanMeter   – 3rd Place (male) Sam Hall
Age group 35-64
1st place winner (female)  Michelle Casey  –  1st Place (male-veteran) Christopher Garcia –  2nd Place (male-veteran) Joel McCullough –  3rd Place (male) Joe Casey
Age group 65-100
1st place winner (female-veteran)  Dorothy Furr   –  1st Place (male) Gary Fulks –  2nd Place (male-veteran) Gerald Purcell  –  3rd Place (male-veteran) Douglas Camper
Conclusion – who won the 5K Event this year?
If you exclude the youth age group, who hasn’t had a chance to become a veteran yet, it was evenly tied with the amount of medals awarded to both veterans and supporters at this year’s 5K event.
I would like to give special thanks to our sponsors of this years event – Kenton Elks Lodge #157     &     McCullough Industries an Olympic Steel Company


2023 Hardin County Veterans 5K Run (run, walk, or crawl) 
5K Event Details
Date:           September 30th, 2023
Time:          10:00 AM sharp
Location:    Veterans Park (15906 Route 309, Kenton, OH)
Registration: Veterans’ Service Office (located in the courthouse-Kenton)
You can download the official PDF for this event here: 5K Flyer
Registration Info 
You can either download the PDFs below and mail them into the office, along with the entry fee (please use a check made out to the “Veterans’ Service Commission,” no cash please), or come into the Veterans’ Service Office between the hours of 8:30 AM – 4 PM, Monday thru Friday, and register in person (please don’t forget to “sign” the forms).  Every participant must register before or on September 14th, 2023, in order to be a part of this 3rd annual event.
General Waiver                                 5K Registration Form 2023
5K Event Location
The 5K event will be hosted at Veterans Park (a.k.a. Boy Scout Lake) which is located off of St. Rt. 309 right past Grove Cemetery.  We will be using the paved path that goes around the pond, shelter house, and close to 309 (please review the below map outlining the path that will we will be using).  The starting point and finish line is designated by the black star and line on the map.
Parking & Directions
Free parking is available at the park.  You may use any available space at the park, in fact, there is a parking lot in front of the large shelter house and a smaller one close to the pond, as an additional option with parking.
 
Participant Amenities 
All registered participants will receive a Veterans 5K t-shirt, #bib, free refreshments, and a chance to win a medal.  There will be veteran related literature available to everyone at the event.
There will also be a free lunch, at the large shelter house starting around 11:50 A.M., for all 5K participants and their household family members.  Elks Lodge #157 will be hosting this free dinner, at the shelter house.
Age Restrictions 
There are no age restrictions, however, if parents bring their toddlers and/or infants they must remain with them at all times (toddler is considered age 4 or less).
 
Safety on the Course
For the protection of all of the participants the following is not allowed during the 5K event: no bicycles, animals, scooters, inline skates, roller skates, and no wheeled vehicles, other than registered wheelchairs and/or strollers.
Bib Pick-Up
Bib pick-up will be held in front of the large shelter house (look for the American flag pop-up tent) starting at 9 AM; you will also be able to pick up your t-shirt at that time.  All bibs and t-shirts need to be pickup no later than 9:50 AM (10 minutes before start time).
 
Medal Rules
Medals will be presented to the top three places in each age group.  The 1st place medal will be given out to both a male and female participant.  However, for the second and third place medals they are gender neutral and will “only” be awarded to the person who comes in 2nd or 3rd place.  Therefore, in each age group there will be two 1st place winners (1 male & 1 female) and one second and third place winner regardless of gender.
Age group 0-19, Age group 20-34, Age group 35-64, Age group 65-100
Mobility Impaired

2023 Veteran’s Family Fishing Tournament “Update” 
The 2nd annual Veteran’s Fishing Tournament was hosted by the Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission (VSC) who provided a fun and enjoyable time for both the veterans and their families.
The VSC would like to thank the following sponsors for the opportunity to host this event and to make the fishing tournament a reality:
American Legion Post 198
Amvets Post 194
VFW Post 1180
VFW Post 3981
We had a good turnout this last Saturday.  Veterans and their family members were fishing all around Boy Scout Lake/Veterans Park competing on who could catch the longest fish and the most fish.
First place winners, this year, received both a 1st place trophy, cooler bag, and a free rod and reel, the second and third place winners received a trophy.  The person who caught the most fish won a free fish scale.  All participants received a light lunch after the event.
The following were the winners of the fishing tournament:
 Ages 18 & Over   – Jessica Gossard won 1st place          –  Michele Scott won 2nd place         – Kathy Kelley won 3rd place
Ages 11-17              – Leighton Wirbel won 1st place         –  Solomon Petty  won 2nd place       –  NA
Ages 3 -10              – Malachi Petty won 1st place              –  Rosie Harpster won 2nd place       –  NA
And Michele Scott also took home the most fish caught winning the fish scale.  We thank everyone who competed, the winners of the event, and especially the sponsors who made it all possible.

PGA HOPE 
PGA HOPE (Helping Our Patriots Everywhere) is the flagship military program of PGA REACH, the charitable foundation of the PGA of America. PGA HOPE introduces golf to Veterans and Active Duty Military to enhance their physical, mental, social and emotional well-being.
The program introduces the game of golf through a developmental 6-8 week curriculum, led by PGA Professionals trained in adaptive golf and military cultural competency. All programs are funded by PGA REACH and supplemented by PGA Section Foundations, so the cost of programming is free to all Veterans.
PGA HOPE has a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), which enables direct referrals to the PGA HOPE program as a form of therapy. 
Call your local PGA at the following # (937) 754-4263


2023 Veteran’s Family Fishing Tournament 
Date:         April 29th, 2023
Time:        9:00 AM – 11:30 AM (registered participants sign in is at 9 A.M.)
Location:  Veterans Park (15906 Route 309, Kenton, OH)
Registration: Veterans’ Service Office (located in the courthouse-Kenton)
Registration Deadline: Deadline for registration is April 25th, 2023.
A veteran’s family fishing tournament will be held at Veterans Park (A.K.A. Boy Scout Lake), Kenton, OH.  All veterans and their immediate family members are welcome to attend this 2ndannual event; the veteran must “register” themselves and their family members with the Veterans’ Service Office to be entered into the tournament.  Only “registered” participants will be able to win a trophy, along with being served a light lunch, for free, after the event (11:45 -12:30 PM).
The winners of the tournament will be determined based off of the largest fish caught, the day of the event (minimum fish length to qualify is 8 inches).  The top two places in each of the following three categories:  3 -10 years old, 11 -17 years old, and 18+ years oldwill receive a trophy.  Live bait will be provided on a limited basis to all of the participants, while supplies last.   
This event is being hosted by the Veterans’ Service Commission and is being sponsored by local donors, including, but not limited to, American Legion Post 198, Amvets Post 1994, and VFW Post 1180.
              *** Go to www.hardinvets.com for more info or call 419-674-2219 ***

2023 Free Medical Alert Systems for Veterans 
Please check out the following:
The VA recommends wearing a medical alert bracelet to get help quickly in an emergency. Whether due to a physical disability, health concerns, or advancing age, veterans may qualify for a free medical alert system from the VA or state assistance programs. 
See how you may qualify and apply for a free medical alert system from the VA, which systems are free, and other ways to get a free device in your state. 
You can view it here: https://www.assistedliving.org/best-medical-alert-systems/free-medical-alerts-for-veterans/.

2022 Reappointed VSC Member – Gerald Purcell
On December 20th, 2022, the Honorable Judge Barrett reappointed Gerald Purcell (who represents the Amvets) to the Veteran Service Commission (VSC) for his second five year term commencing January 15th, 2023 – January 15th , 2028.
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2022 Holiday Food Voucher Outreach Program 
HOLIDAY FOOD VOUCHERS
The Holiday Food Voucher Outreach Program is available for all “needy” veterans and widows.  The veteran “must” bring in proof of honorable or under honorable service via their DD214 and must have served on active duty for other than training.  The widow must bring in the death certificate and proof of the veteran’s military service.  Lastly, proof of residency for the last 90 days as a Hardin County resident is also required.  Applicants can request a food voucher by coming into the Veterans’ Service Office between October 31st – November 7th, 2022, availability is dependent on funding. 
The Veterans’ Service office would like to thank the Kenton Elks #157, George Henderson, Kathryn Dirmeyer, and McCullough Industries who donated money to the Holiday Food Voucher program this year.


Veteran’s Dinner 2022 
The Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission will be hosting their 8th annual Veteran’s Dinner for county veterans and their spouses, along with providing, for the 9th year, a holiday food voucher for needy veterans and widows. 
DINNER
To be eligible for the free dinner, you must be a “veteran” with honorable service and a Hardin County resident.  Acceptable proof of military service can be proven by bringing in one of the following: DD214, VA ID card, or the county veteran ID card, along with proof of Hardin County residency.  Dinner format will be dine-in and/or carryout at the Armory.
Dinner Information:  
Date of dinner: November 17th                Location: Armory (downtown Kenton)
Time of dinner: 11 AM – 1:30 PM            Caterer: Plaza (smoke BBQ chicken & pulled pork)
All veterans who plan on attending the dinner must come into the Veterans’ Service Office between October 31st – November 7th, 2022, in order to get their ticket(s). Availability, is on first come first serve basis. 
The Veterans’ Service office would like to thank each and every sponsor (past and present) but especially the Hardin County Community Grant, Liberty Bank, George Henderson, McCullough Industries, VFW Post 6817, and the Armory Foundation who is sponsoring the dinner this year.

5K Update – Pictures & Winners of the Event
The Veterans’ Service Commission and the County Veterans’ Service Officer (CVSO) would like to thank the following sponsors who supported our 2nd annual Hardin County Veterans 5K Event:
1.McCullough Industries an Olympic Steel Company
2.Frank (Bud) Gibson – VFW Post from Mt. Victory
3.Kenton Elks Lodge #157, B.P.O.E.
Special thanks to McCullough Industries Joe Casey (General Manager), Joe Rosenberg (Director of Logistics- Olympic Steel) who is a retired Marine, and their employees who ran in the event this year.  Also, a special thanks to the Kenton Elks members, especially Julie Crowe and Dave Faulkner, who provided a lunch to the participants after the 5K event.
We, once again, had a great turnout with almost a 50% ratio of both veterans & supporters (general public), last Saturday.  The 1st place medal was awarded to both a male and a female in each age group category, with 2nd & 3rd place medals being awarded to the winner regardless of gender.  Below are the winners from the four different age groups, along with our very 1st mobility winner:
Men, 1st Place, Winners: Gerald Purcell, Ethan Rall, Joe Casey, Gary Fulks
Women, 1st Place, Winners: Abby Rosenberg, Amanda Rosenberg, Michelle Scott (Dog Warden)
Mobility, 1st Place, Winner: Terry Hamm
2nd Place Winners: Riley Newton, Dan Rosenberg, Kathy Kelley, Doug Camper 
3rd Place Winners: Ray petty, Evelyn Titus, Michelle Pearcon-Casey, Wes Newton


Military Funeral Honors 101 
Under federal law, specifically, 10 U.S. Code § 1491 – Funeral honors functions at funerals for veterans – surviving family members and/or friends of eligible deceased veterans can request active military members perform military funeral honors.  “The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that, upon request, a funeral honors detail is provided for the funeral of any veteran, except when military honors are prohibited.”   
The law further states, “The Secretary of each military department shall ensure that a funeral honors detail for the funeral of a veteran consists of two or more persons.  At least two members of the funeral honors detail for a veteran’s funeral shall be members of the armed forces (other than members in a retired status). The remainder of the detail may consist of members of the armed forces (including members in a retired status), or members of veterans organizations.” 
So, what this means to a member of the public is if they wish to have active-duty personnel conduct military funeral honors for a deceased veteran they must make a “request” for this service.  They can either do this themselves, directly, or through the funeral director who is handling the funeral arrangements. 
Therefore, the Veterans’ Service Office is providing the following contact information to the public so they know who to contact when trying to provide a deceased veteran with military honors from active military members.  “A funeral honors detail shall, at a minimum, perform at the funeral a ceremony that includes the folding of a United States flag and presentation of the flag to the veteran’s family and the playing of Taps.”  
Every veteran, who is eligible, deserves their final recognition by a grateful nation for their faithful service during a time of war and peace. 
 
ARMY– (502) 624-6051 – Needs a 48-hour notice  
MARINE CORPS– (866) 826-3628  – Needs a 7-day notice and must use their website to request an honor guard – https://www.hqmc.marines.mil  
NAVY– (866) 203-7791- Needs a 48-hour advanced notice.   https://www.cnic.navy.mil  
AIRFORCE & SPACE FORCE– (937) 257-8964 – Needs a 48-hour notice. www.wrightpattfss.com  
COAST GUARD– (216) 902-6269 or (314) 606-6792 – Needs a 48-hour notice

May 2nd, 2022 - Veteran’s Family Fishing Tournament “Update,” 
The Veterans’ Service Commission (VSC) would like to thank the following sponsors of the 1st annual Veterans Family Fishing Tournament. 
Mt. Victory VFW Post 6817
Ruby Sorgen in memory of Charles Sorgen
Allison Geise in memory of Kerry McCullough
We had a good turnout even though the weather did not fully cooperate, this last Saturday.  Veterans and their family members were fishing all around Boy Scout Lake/Veterans Park competing on who could catch the longest fish and the most fish. 
First place winners received both a 1st place trophy and a free rod and reel, the second and third place winners received a trophy.  The person who caught the most fish won a free cooler.  All participants received a light lunch after the event.  
The following were the winners of the fishing tournament:
 Ages 18 & Over   – Gerald Purcell won 1st place and Jessica Gossard came in 2nd place
Ages 10-18            – Leighton Wirbel won 1st place
Ages 10 & under  – Dustin Mewhorter won 1st place
And our youngest competitor, Dustin Mewhorter, also won the most fish caught winning the Igloo cooler.  We thank everyone who competed, especially the winners of the event, and the sponsors who made it all possible.


April 30th, 2022 Veteran’s Family Fishing Tournament 
A veteran’s family fishing tournament is scheduled for April 30th, 9 AM -12 PM, at Veterans Park (A.K.A. Boy Scout Lake), Kenton, OH.  All Veterans and their immediate family members are welcome to attend this first annual event, however, the veteran must “register” themselves and their family members with the Veterans’ Service Office (located in the courthouse) to partake in the tournament.  Only registered participants will be able to win trophies and other prizes, along with having a light lunch provided, for free, after the event. 
The winners will be based off of the largest fish caught the day of the event and will be awarded to the top three places in each of the following three categories:  10 years old or younger, 10 -18 years old, and 18 years old and older.  Live bait will be provided on a limited basis to all of the participants, while supplies last.    
This event is being hosted by the Veterans’ Service Commission and is being sponsored by local donors.  Please feel free to go to www.hardinvets.com and/or call 419-674-2219 for more information on how to get registered for this veteran’s family fun event.  Deadline for registration is April 25th, 2022. 
Veterans Park Address:  15906 Route 309, Kenton, OH 43326  

Reappointed DAV Representative- Ray Petty 
Judge Scott Barrett, from the Court of Common Pleas, reappointed “Ray Petty” as the Disable American Veterans (DAV) Representative on the Veterans Service Commission (VSC).  His 5-year term will commence in January of 2022 ending in January of 2027.
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2021 Holiday Food Voucher Outreach Program & Elks Donation
The Veterans’ Service Commission (VSC) would like to announce their Holiday Food Voucher Outreach Program for 2021, which is available for all “needy” veterans and widows.  Applicants can request a food voucher by coming into the Veterans’ Service Office between December 1st – 8th.                 
The VSC received a generous donation from the Kenton Elks Lodge #157, B.P.O.E., to help with the expense of this program…thank you Elks! 
The veteran “must” bring in proof of honorable or under honorable service via their DD214 or other official military discharge paperwork and must have served on active duty for other than training.  The widow must bring in the death certificate and proof of the veteran’s military service.  Lastly, proof of residency for the last 90 days as a Hardin County resident is also required.  The Veterans’ Service Office is located on the 1st floor, suite 170, in the county courthouse.


2021 Veteran’s Dinner/Lunch-7th Annual “Update”  
The Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission will be hosting their 7th annual Veteran’s Dinner for county veterans and their spouses. 
To be eligible for this free dinner, you must be a “veteran” with other than a dishonorable discharge and be a Hardin County resident.  Acceptable proof of military service can be proven by bringing in one of the following: DD214, VA ID card, or the county veteran ID card, along with proof of Hardin County residency.
All veterans who plan on attending the dinner must come into the Veterans’ Service Office between October 19th – November 2nd, 2021, in order to get their ticket(s). Availability, is on first come first serve basis and are limited. 
Due to COVID-19, safety protocols will be in place to help ensure the safety of everyone who attends the dinner/lunch. 
The dinner itself will be from held, during lunch hours, between 11:30 AM -2 PM.  This lunch format allows veterans and their spouses to come in and eat at their leisure which allows for increased social distancing. 
Just to recap: 
Date of dinner/lunch: November 9th
Location: Kenton’s Armory
Time of dinner/lunch: 11:30 AM – 2 PM
Caterer: Plaza Inn
VA Mobile Unit will be there, as well
The Veterans’ Service office would like to thank each and every sponsor (past and present) but especially Liberty Bank, Hardin County Community Foundation, and the Armory Foundation who once again is sponsoring this dinner.  
Call the office Veterans’ Service Office at 419-674-2219, if you have any questions.

5K Sponsors, Results 
The Veterans’ Service Commission would like to thank the following sponsors who supported the 1st annual Hardin County Veterans 5K event:
VFW Post 1182 (Forest)
American Legion Post 198 (Kenton)
VFW Post 9381 (Ada)
Amvets Post 1994 (Kenton)
VFW Post 6817 (Mt. Victory)
Frank (Bud) Gibson (VFW Commander – Mt. Victory)
Jeff Brown (Amvets – former Commander- Kenton)
3 Brothers Pizza (Ada)
We had a great turnout with almost a 50% ratio of both veterans & supporters, on Saturday.  The 1st place medal was awarded to both male and females, with 2nd & 3rd place medals being awarded to the winner regardless of gender.
Below are the 1st place winners from the four different age groups:
Men: Gary Fox, Christopher Garcia, Justyce Vanmeter, & Gerald Purcell
Women: Hope Jenkins, Kelly Wilson, Evelyn Titus, & Annette Holmes
Below are the 2nd place winners from the four different age groups:
Zach Jenkins, Robert Wilson, Matt Crawford, & Doug Camper
Below are the 3rd place winners from the four different age groups:
Michele Scott, Jeff Brown, James Holmes, & Darrin Wilson
Lastly, the perseverance medal was awarded to Ray Petty


Hardin County Veterans 5K run/walk
5K Event Details
Date:           September 25th, 2021
Time:          10:00 AM sharp
Location:    Saulisberry Park (west of Kenton on St. Rt. 67)
Registration: Veterans’ Service Office (located in the courthouse-Kenton)
 You can download the official PDF for this event here:    5K Flier  
 
Registration Info 
You can either download the PDFs below and mail them into the office, along with the entry fee (please use a check made out to the “Veterans’ Service Commission,” no cash please), or come into the Veterans’ Service Office between the hours of 8:30 AM – 4 PM, Monday thru Friday, and register in person (please don’t forget to “sign” the forms).  Every participant must register before or on September 10th, 2021, in order to be apart of this 1st annual event.     
General Waiver                                 5K Registration Form      
 
5K Event Location
The 5K event will be hosted at Saulisberry Park which is west of Kenton, Ohio (located right off of St. Rt. 67).  We will be using the nature trails that surround the lake (it’s a very beautiful scenic route).  The starting point will be located at Veteran’s Circle, which can be found right after the main building (look for the military flags).  The end point will be determined and will be highly visible the day of the event.
 
Parking & Directions
Free parking is available at the park.  You may use any available space at the park; look for signs the day of the event for additional parking locations.
 
Participant Amenities 
All registered participants will receive a Hardin County Veterans 5K t-shirt, #bib, free refreshments, and a chance to win a medal.  There will also be veteran related literature available to everyone at the event.
 
Age Restrictions 
There are no age restrictions, however, if parents bring their toddlers and/or infants they must remain with them at all times (toddler is considered age 4 or less).
 
Safety on the Course
For the protection of all of the participants the following is not allowed during the 5K event: no bicycles, animals, scooters, inline skates, roller skates, and no wheeled vehicles, other than registered wheelchairs and/or strollers.
 
Bib Pick-Up
Bib pick-up will be held at Veteran’s Circle starting at 9 AM; you will also be able to pickup your shirt at that time.  All bibs and t-shirts need to be pickup no later than 9:50 AM (10 minutes before start time).
 
Medal Rules
Medals will be presented to the top three places in each age group.  The 1st place medal will be given out to both a male and female participant.  However, for the second and third place medals they are gender neutral and will “only” be awarded to the person who comes in 2nd or 3rd place.  Therefore, in each age group there will be two 1st place winners (1 male & 1 female) and one second and third place winner regardless of gender.
Age group 0-30, Age group 30-50, Age group 50-70, Age group 70-100
Mobility Impaired


As published on WKTN’s website, “HARDIN COUNTY VETERANS LEADER STEVEN GOSSARD ELECTED JUDGE ADVOCATE OF NATIONAL ADVOCACY GROUP” 
Please click on the following link to go to WKTN website to see the original posting, as was written on July 20th, 2021: https://wktn.com/news/hardin-county-veterans-leader-steven-gossard-elected-judge-advocate-of-national-advocacy-group/

 “WASHINGTON, D.C. – Steven Gossard, executive director of the Hardin County Veterans Affairs Office in Kenton, Ohio, was elected Monday as judge advocate of the National Association of County Veterans Service Officers at NACVSO’s Annual Business Meeting and Training Summit.
As judge advocate, Gossard, a Gulf War-era veteran of the Marine Corps, will advise the NACVSO leadership on questions of parliamentary procedure for the conduct of business, review any prospective changes to NACVSO bylaws, and interpret the bylaws when required. He will also serve on the Executive Board, NACVSO’s governing body.
“It’s an honor to serve the veterans of Hardin County every day, and this position provides opportunities to advocate for them and for veterans around the country,” Gossard said. “As the national voice for thousands of local government employees who advocate for the veterans in their communities, NACVSO plays a vital role in helping connect veterans and their families to the services they need and have earned. I’m excited about the work we have ahead of us to build on NACVSO’s decades of advocacy and education.”
Since 1989, NACVSO has advocated for government policies that serve veterans and supported the nation’s nearly 1,700 county veterans service officers. CVSOs are local government employees responsible for helping veterans and their families in their communities access their benefits. CVSOs can help advocate for veterans and their families with the VA, connect them to state and local resources and identify gaps in policies that serve the veterans in their communities.
Earlier Monday, Secretary of Veterans Affairs Denis McDonough kicked off the conference with an opening keynote address. The conference will conclude Wednesday with a closing keynote from Medal of Honor Recipient Clint Romesha.”

2021 Memorial Day – Thank You 
The Veterans’ Service Office would like to thank the following people for participating in the Memorial Day Service at Grove Cemetery, Rev. Lewis Hicks, Rev. Randall Forester, guest speaker former judge David Faulkner, Kenton High School Band, Band Director Travis Wissman, SUV Commander Ron Marvin for reading General Order #11, JROTC Cadets, Forest Honor Guard from VFW Post 1182, Cadet Oreglia for reading the Gettysburg Address, the Veterans’ Service Commission members and Doug Camper for helping out with the honor guard, and Noah Ketcham for playing Taps.
Special thanks to Mayor Webb, Kenton Parks and Recreation Director Taylor Klinger, and the Kenton Lions for organizing this year’s parade and for taking over future Memorial Day parades in Kenton.
[image: ][image: ]

Memorial Day Volunteers 
Below are some pictures of our volunteers who placed flags and wreaths in Grove Cemetery…thank you to the local JROTC, Gerald Purcell, and Ray Petty!

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]


COVID-19 Funeral Assistance up to $9000 
“Applications opened April 12 to get money for funeral after COVID-19 death”
“The assistance is for anyone paying for services all the way back to January 2020, before the country shut down as a response to the virus.
FEMA said to get the funds, a death certificate has to show COVID-19 as the cause of death, and while the person applying has to be a U.S. citizen, the person who died does not.
You can apply beginning April 12 by calling 844-684-6333. The line will be open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Eastern time.”

Memorial Day Events – 2021 
The Veterans’ Service Commission will be hosting a Memorial Day Service honoring the fallen starting at 11 AM, at the GAR Circle in Grove Cemetery.  The guest speaker will be former Hardin County Judge David Faulkner, along with Rev. Lewis Hicks, a Korea War Veteran, who will be presenting the wreath, at the ceremony.
Please keep the following in mind for outdoor events, per the Ohio Department of Health Director’s Order dated April 5th, 2021, which pertains to mass gathering and to congregating, “individuals should be in a group of no more than ten individuals that is separated from other groups by at least six feet.”
The event is open to the public with the expectation that social distancing will be followed while attending the memorial service.

CPT James Ahn Memorial Scholarship 
There is an annual scholarship for a student who served in the U.S. Army Special Forces and is now a full time student.   The award is for $1000 (every little bit helps).  Use the following link to learn more and to apply for the scholarship.
CPT James Ahn Memorial Scholarship
Good Luck!


2021 Reappointed Veterans’ Service Commission member 
Nelson Shultis was reappointed for another 5 year term to the Veterans’ Service Commission.  Judge Barrett swore in Mr. Shultis, today, to his third full-time term; he was first appointed in May of 2007, by Judge Hart, at which time Nelson was serving an unexpired term by a previous board member.
Mr. Shultis is currently the Vice-President of the Veterans’ Service Commission.
[image: ]

2020 Holiday Food Voucher Program 
The Veterans’ Service Commission and the Kenton Elks 157 is partnering up this year in order to provide a holiday food voucher for Hardin County “needy” veterans and widows.  Applicants can request a food voucher by coming into the Veterans’ Service Office between November 30th – December 7th, 2020.
The veteran “must” bring in proof of honorable or under honorable service via the service member’s DD214 or other official military discharge paperwork, and the widow must bring in the death certificate and proof of the veteran’s military service.  Lastly, proof of residency for the last 90 days as a Hardin County resident is also required.  We are located on the 1st floor, Suite 170, in the courthouse.

2020 Veteran’s Dinner/Lunch
The Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission will be hosting their 6th annual Veteran’s Dinner for county veterans and their spouses.
To be eligible for this free dinner, you must be a “veteran” with honorable service and a Hardin County resident.  Acceptable proof of military service can be proven by bringing in one of the following: DD214, VA ID card, or the county veteran ID card, along with proof of Hardin County residency.
All veterans who plans on attending the dinner must come into the Veterans’ Service Office between October 19th – 26th, 2020, in order to get their ticket(s). Availability, is on first come first serve basis and are limited.
Due to COVID-19, safety protocols will be in place to help ensure the safety of everyone who attends the dinner/lunch.
The dinner itself will be from held, during lunch hours, between 11AM -2 PM.  This lunch format allows veterans and their spouses to come in and eat at their leisure which allows for increased social distancing.
Just to recap:
Date of dinner/lunch: November 10th
Location: Kenton’s Armory
Time of dinner/lunch: 11AM – 2 PM
The Veterans’ Service office would like to thank each and every sponsor (past and present) but especially Liberty Bank, Walmart, and the Armory Foundation who once again is sponsoring this dinner.

2020 Memorial Day Recap
Due to COVID-19, we were force to change several of our normal annual activities, but thanks to the many volunteers (local Boycott Troops, JROTC, VSC , and many other community members) we were able to properly honor the fallen.
We also had the special privilege of having Representative Jon Cross provide a special proclamation to a family friend on behalf of a fallen Marine, during one of three memorial services in Grove Cemetery.
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VA Claim Status Link 
If you want to check the status of your claim you can go to the following link https://www.va.gov/claim-or-appeal-status/ , log-in, and you will able to see where your claim is at in line.


Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission Conducting Roundtables in 2020
The Hardin County Veterans’ Service Commission will be conducting a couple of roundtables in 2020 to discuss VA related issues and updates with Hardin County veterans.
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